A   PHYSICAL   CULTURE
sheba and cry * all is barren * But I am not one of that description I am for life and a curricle, and as it is the opinion of a noble Law Lord, given without a ftt9 a man of the most distinguished talents and eloquence, that a Itttk MIRTH in this MELANCHOLY Lira: is a good thing* I mean to act upon it The unmasking at the supper table, my dear boy, you will enjoy, as it is often a great source of laughter and surprise, when it discovers the faces of numerous acquaintances who have been placing off their wit and raillery against each other all the evening, under their various disguises A MASQUERADE is an unsorted class of society, I readily admit, but         if you keep aloof from
mankind on that account, you may soon become a crying philosopher, afraid to stir from your own fireside, in order to prevent contamination^ and be devoured by hypochondriacism the remainder of your days It principally depends, in my humble opinion, on the strength of mind possessed by the persons themselves **
At this point, we are told, Logic, who was already well pnmed with liquor, was interrupted by their arrival at Covent Garden for the night's orgy It would be an interesting exercise to translate his harangue into modem Oxonian This extraordinarily florid habit of genteel speech and wnting is char-actemttc of the time, and Surtees's Pomponms Ego is so closely modelled on the renowned sporting critic, ** Nunrod ", as hardly to be a caricature* A perusal of surviving cortespondeoo^ or of the columns of Hansard, is e&ongb proof that to express oneself like a gentleman demanded at least a vmeer of acquaintance with the classics, and a reasonable pro* fiaency in the sort of dull by winch English prose tad Men jpedeemed from its sevmtmtfh-centmy indiscipline and made to keep time fcy correct Jobosoruan measure.
But fjh*g upper-class culture, though it